
List as many 
items as you can 

think of related to 
the word Poetry



What is               ?

























Imaginative
writing written 
to create certain 

patterns made with 
rhythm and rhyme



Left
Logic

Reality

Right
Creativity

Emotions



�Hey that looks like a bunny!�



�It�s a cloud, stupid!�



So which half of 
the brain do 

you use when 
studying poetry?





Recognizing certain
devices used within a 
poem will give the left 

brain something to 
concentrate on.



A single line 
of words in 

a poem



Homework Machine
by Shel Silverstein

The Homework Machine , oh the Homework Machine,
Most perfect contraption that’s ever been seen. 

Line
Line



A way to create division
in a poem.  Composed of 

two or more lines usually 
characterized by a common 

pattern of rhyme and
number of lines



The fly is in 
The milk is in 
The bottle is in 
The fridge is in 
The kitchen is in 
The house is in 
The town.

The flea is on 
The dog is on 
The quilt is on 
The bed is on 
The carpet is on 
The floor is on 
The ground.

Stanza

Stanza

The Fly is In
by Shel Silverstein



Use the sheet of words 
provided to create an 

original stanza of poetry.  
Your stanza must include 
4 lines of poetry.  Words 

may be repeated.







Words that, at 
the end of a line 

of a poem, 
sound alike.



My Beard
by Shel Silverstein

My beard grows to my toes,

I never wears no clothes,

I wraps my hair

Around my bare,

And down the road I goes.



A pair of lines
that rhyme

and are of the 
same length



Sick
by Shel Silverstein

"I cannot go to school today,�
Said little Peggy Ann McKay.�



List as many words as 
possible in 3 minutes 
that rhyme with the 
word listed below. 

Word: Eye Glue Will



A pattern in poetry 
that creates a sing-

song quality with long 
and short, soft and 

loud, weak and 
strong sounds.



Boa Constrictor
by Shel Silverstein

Oh, I'm being eaten 6
By a boa constrictor, 7 

A boa constrictor, 6
A boa constrictor, 6

I'm being eaten 5
By a boa constrictor, 7

And I don't like it--one bit. 7



Repetition of the 
initial letter or 

sound in two or more 
words in a line



Garbage Soup
by Shel Silverstein

How do we make a garbage soup?
A little glop, a little goop,
A cup of slop, a quart of bunk,
Then half a tablespoon of gunk,
A pinch of grit, a dash of grime,
A half a skuzz, a squeeze of slime.
Aha — it shall be ready soon…
Did you bring your bowl?
Did you bring your spoon?



Read the poem on 
and determine how 
many examples 
of alliteration

are present.



Whosever room this is should be ashamed!
His underwear is hanging on the lamp.
His raincoat is there in the overstuffed chair,
And the chair is becoming quite mucky and damp.
His workbook is wedged in the window,
His sweater's been thrown on the floor.
His scarf and one ski are beneath the TV,
And his pants have been carelessly hung on the door.

Messy Room



Words that spell 
out sounds; words 

that sound like 
what they mean



Noise Day
by Shel Silverstein

Screech, scream, holler, and yell –
Buzz a buzzer, clang a bell,
Toot a whistle, kick a can,
Bang a spoon against a pan,



Using the same 
key word 
or phrase 

throughout a poem



Almost Perfect
by Shel Silverstein

�Almost perfect… but not quite.�
Those were the words of Mary Hume
At her seventh birthday party,
Looking �round the ribboned room.
�This tablecloth is pink not white—
Almost perfect…but not quite.�



Silverstein used repeating words 
and phrases to add rhythm and 
humor to his poems. Read �Me 

and My Giant�. Write an 
extension to the poem�s first 

two stanzas – make sure to 
keep the same rhyming pattern.





The creativity and 
emotional appeal 
within a poem will 
give the right brain 

something to 
daydream about



Using words to 
create a 

picture in the 
reader’s mind





Look at the picture on the next 
slide.  Describe what you 
see, hear, feel, smell and 
taste.  Points will be awarded 
for the most descriptions and 

for the most detailed and 
original sensory images.





Whimsical phrases and 
meaningless made-up 
words. Topics that depict 
peculiar characters 

in amusing situations.





Use the worksheet 
provided to create 

a humorous 
limerick




